WESTERN EUROPEAN COSTUME

The bodices of their gowns were cut to finish at the
normal waist-line at the back, but extended to a slightly
curved or pointed U shape in front. The line from armpit
to waist definitely curved inward and was not straight as
all the earlier corsets had been.

Gradually the length of the V in the front was exag-
gerated and stijffened until the 'sixties, when a very peculiar
silhouette was the ultimate result. This quaint stiffness
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